Department
BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO of Agriculture
GOVERNOR State of Hawaii

Contact: Ann Takiguchi, Information Officer
NEWS RELEASE ®Phone: (808) 973-9560

visit our website at: http://www.hawaiiag.org/hdoa/

NewsRe ease 99-06
June22, 1999 -
Hawaii-Grown BananasGoto Guam

For thefirst time ever, Kea au Banana Plantation (the state' slargest bananafarm) will be exporting 864 cases,
nearly 35,000 pounds, of bananasto Guam on Thursday, June 24.

“Weare very excited to open anew market and share our quality bananas with our neighborsin Guam,” said
Richard Ha, owner of Kea au BananaPlantation.

“Hopefully, with this container |oad we can look at exporting weekly shipmentsof bananasto Guam. Asthe state
becomes closeto sdlf-sufficiency in producing bananasfor loca consumption, the bananaindustry needsto identify
new marketsfor expansion and to increase revenuesfor the state of Hawaii. Consistent weekly shipments of
bananasto Guam will mean more than $400,000 in additional revenues annualy, with approximately 100 acres
committed to bananaproductionin Pepeekeo onthe Big Idand.”

The maiden voyage of green bananasto Guam isexpected to reach ApraHarbor on July 6, Pecific Standard Time.
Thefruitswill bedistributed to dl of Guam’ swholesale and military markets.

A dedl with Guam’ sleading wholesale distributor wasfinalized earlier thismonth, asHatraveled with 24 other
company representativesthat took part in a State Department of Agriculture sponsored trade show featuring
Hawaii’ sfood and agricultura products.

“Weare very pleased that in such ashort period of time, Kea au Banana Plantation has been ableto form new
bus ness partnershipsto launch such an advantageous project that isboth beneficia for Hawalii, aswell as Guam,”
said Deputy Director LetitiaUyehara, State Department of Agriculture.

Thecommercid export of certain varieties of green bananas— Brazilian, Vdery, Williams—totheU.S. Manland
and Guam was made possible following federal rule changes in November 1998. Extensive research by the
Agricultural Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, found that these varieties of green bananasare not
fruit fly hosts clearing federal quarantine restrictionswhich had prohibited the export of Hawaii-grown bananas.

In celebration of thisinaugural shipment of green bananasto Guam, the mediaisinvited to aceremonial event
scheduled for Thursday, June 24, 9:00AM at thefarm's packing houselocated in Pepeekeo. Guest speakerswill
includeHawaii County Mayor Stephen K. Yamashiroand JW.A. "Doc" Buyersof C. Brewer and Company, Ltd.
For moreinformation please contact Richard Haat (808) 981-0805.

Directionsto the packing house: from Hilo go north on highway 19; just beforethe 11-mile marker make aleft at
theintersection of Hilo Coast Gears; follow roadway until you reach the packing house (sSgnswill be posted).
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